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measure necessary was not [only] essential to our character as an independent nation, but it has actually sav'd more money to the body of the people than has been expended & has very probably prevented either open war or such national degradation as would make us the objects of general contempt and injury.
"A bill to stop recruiting in the twelve additional regiments has been brought in and will pass without opposition. An attempt was made absolutely to disband them, but [it] was negativ'd. It has been so plainly prov'd to us that french aggression has been greatly increased, & that their contemptuous refusal even to treat with us as an independent nation has been entirely occasioned by a belief that we could not resist them; & it is so clear that their present willingness to treat is occasioned by perceiving our determination to defend ourselves, that it was thought unwise to change materially our system at the commencement of negotiation.
"In addition to this it had much weight, that we should know in a few months the facts of our negotiation & should then be able to judge whether the situation & temper of France rendered an invasion pro[bablej. Then would be the time to decide on diminishing [or] augmenting our military forces* A French 64 has it is said arrived in the west indies & three frigates expected/* 1
Although the debate dragged on and the army
1 Marshall to Dabney, Jan. 20,1800; MS. Colonel Charles Dabney of Virginia was commander of "Dabney's Legion'* in the Revolution. He was an ardent Federalist and a close personal and political friend of Marshall.